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One fine dag of monsoon, an old wild U“k (dong) bull was grazing in the alpine

steppes of Gryou Khola VaLLeg which is located at the farthest corner of Limi

Va\ked in upper Humla. As the dong veached Gryou Wingma in the westernmost
corner of the éwm \/aLLea it met with a blue sheep hevd.
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Mama, Let's chase away that old dong together or it will eat up all our
h

grass) enclaimed a young male blue sheep.

You have no idea at-all that the dong does not finish the grass. It makes more of
them available for us actuauﬂ veplied mama blue sheep.

A yearling from the hevd became curious and asked, How?"
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Alright, you two go and see what that dong is eating) papa blue sheep told
[ also want to 90‘.‘, a young blue sheep came forward with eacitement.

As the three young blue sheep veached near the dong, they saw it foraging
on taller grass having solid stems, narvow grass—like leaves and spilcelets of

inconspicuous Tlowers.

tt seems that this old dong does not like fine-grass) the young male whispered to
his~siblings.
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Being the largest wild animals of the Tibetan Plateau landscape, we mostly eat easly avadable
and abundant food such as coarse grass because we need o much buld' the dong eaplained.
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Bg that time, the entire hevd of blue sheep had veached theve.

Smaller hevbivores ke us are more selective. By removing the taller grass,
grandpa dong makes other vegetation, especially 30«49\%4 and nutritious Leaves, more
avalable Tor us' said the wiama blue sheep.

NYou were talking of chasing away grandpa dong. See, he is o he ful.“ the yeartin
7 buge she pgteasped theg 50««\9) male. # YAy

We eat grass and the snow Leopards eat usin turny the young male cracked a joke.

“The snow Leopards actua\.(g help in maintaining your detmo graphic Structure as
they usually-take up sick wealk_ones {rom ow hevds' vesponded the do and
ascéhded Turther. recau.mg a time long ago when his calf was attacked

cat. Such is tire way of naturz, of which- we are all a part
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An howr Water, the dong veached C@akpaung. A hevd of Tibetan argali (n&om)
was grazing there.

That old dong will destroy our grass by trampling; a young nyan cried,

‘C'{‘mndpa dong does not destroy our grass. He helps many - Species of grasses to
grow: veplied mama nyan.
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A yearling nyan was surprised and asked, How2!

Flowers of different plants, which are pollinated by various insects and wind,
turn into fruits after fevtilization Ripe fruits disperse their seeds to the
ground. Seeds of some plants need to penetrate deep inside the soil to obtain
the minerals they vequire for gevminating. When the ground is trampled by giant
bodies of dongs, the seeds can veach to the desied depths!

WL that not happen when we trample on the groundZy the yearling asked again
'We also help in the gevmination of some seeds eractly the same ww But some

seeds need to penetrate vealy deep, which our tramping cannot helpy papa nyan
eaplained.
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As it went further, the dong met with a herd of Tibetan gazelle <9howa>.
'ﬁ‘mndpa dong, WPH are you always aone?! asked an adult wale ghowa.

The Tiwetan Drokpas shot dead all my famdﬂ. OMU | could managed to esmpel.‘,
the dong veplied in a sad tune.
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'Bg killing dongs, the wild anowmals which help smaller hevbivores access more young
and nutritious Leaves and have such an important vole in the germination og $0
manyg - plants, humans are doing a big sinly an adult Temale ghowa enpressed her

CONCEYN.

The old dong continued grazing with many thoughts striking his head.
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